
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e Gaines-
ville City Council voted during 
its Tuesday, April 20 meeting to 
suspend the charter and then to 
approve appropriations for fi scal 
year October 1, 2020 through 
September 30, 2021 and revised 
the budget for October 1, 2020 
through September 30, 2021. 
Th e changes will allow for city 
employee raises.
 “Th is  allows us to transfer 
money from Fund 19 to the dif-
ferent funds to provide a 5 per-
cent cost of living adjustment to 
employees’ salaries which results 
in under 2.5 percent in the bud-
get this year to salaries because we 
are more than half way through 
the year,” City Manager Barry 
Sullivan said. “Th e next thing it 
does is it deals with a handful of 
items that we’ve made changes 
to like helping First Baptist 
Church in exchange with help-
ing them take out a foundation. 
Th ey provide parking for us. Th e 
TxDOT sidewalk grant applica-
tion, $17,000 that we agreed to 
pay for that… Th at has ended 
up being a 100 percent funding 
availability to us if we get that. 
We did get to Round 2. So the 
fi rst round was $5,000 and now 
the second round is much more 
detailed. Th e state called us and 
visited with us about our pro-
gram, and then the monument 
in Leonard Park, transferring 
money from hotel/motel oc-
cupancy tax to help cover that. 
And so with all that said and 
done you’ll see the amendments 
as it is in here. And so it changes 
a handful of lines but generally 
it takes around $200,000 from 
Fund 19 and transfers it to other 
funds to cover salaries.”
 Th e council also recognized 
Pride of Gainesville Employee 
of the Month Jennifer Cannon. 
Cannon is a receptionist for the 
Gainesville Economic Devel-
opment Corporation and the 
Gainesville Area Chamber of 
Commerce.
 She was cited for her knowl-
edge and kindness during recent 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics 

at the Gainesville Civic Center 
as well as her dedication and reli-
ability as a city employee. In ad-
dition to the award, Cannon is 
set to receive an additional day 
off  with pay.
 Mayor Jim Goldsworthy also 

presented a proclamation for 
Nurses Week May 6 - May 12, 
2021. On hand to receive the 
proclamation were nursing staff  
from North Texas Medical Cen-
ter. 
 City Secretary Diana Alcala 

presented a report on community 
events. She told council and audi-
ence members that she’s updated 
the city’s website. She also noted 
City Manager Barry Sullivan 
suggested the idea of featuring

(Continued on Page 7)
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Gainesville Doctor on 

Trial for Healthcare Fraud
DALLAS - Th e trial for Gaines-
ville physician Mark Gibbs, M.D. 
and his codefendants is ongo-
ing in the United States District 
Court for the Northern District 
of Texas, Dallas Division. Gibbs 
is charged with conspiracy to 

commit healthcare fraud, health-
care fraud, unlawful distribution 
of controlled substances and con-
spiracy to obstruct justice. Gibbs’ 
codefendants are Bradley J. Har-
ris, Amy Lee Harris, Laila N. 
Hirjee M.D., Ali Rizvi, Tammy 

L. Little and Mary Jacylyn Pan-
nell.
 Th e defendants are charged 
with engaging in a scheme to de-
fraud the Medicare and Medic-
aid programs by submitting false 

(Continued on Page 9)

Gainesville City Council
Approves Employee Raises

King
Around

Town
by Grice King

 So many fun things start-
ing back up again, it’s a good 
sight to be sure. Th is past 
weekend was a blast! Kids got 
to ride some fun little rides at 
Germanfest and Nikki ran a 
5K for some reason! She did 
great and there were so many 
participants in the fun run out 
there it was inspiring. Read 
below to see some of the other 
fun events that are coming up 
around town this week.

++++++++

 Spring Fling is just around 
the corner! Come have a great 
time on May 1 from 10:00 am 
to 5:00 pm at Leonard Park in 
Gainesville. Eating Contests, 
Bounce Houses, Live Music, 
Cornhole Tournament, Festi-
val Food, Arts and Craft Ven-
dors and much more! Brought 
to you by Gainesville Parks and 
Recreation.

++++++++

 Th e Stanford House is hav-
ing a Grand Re-Opening on 
May 4 at 11:00 am! Come join 
them as they celebrate being 
able to open the doors to the 
public once again.

++++++++

 Ladies Night around down-
town Gainesville is set for this 
Th ursday, April 29 from 5:00 
to 9:00 pm! Come shop local 
around the square for great 
deals and wonderful company.

++++++++

 Th ere is a 6 Week Series on 
Basic Vegetable Gardening set 
for April 29, May 6, 13, 20 
and 27 from 10:00 to 11:00 
am at the Gainesville Farmers 
Market. For more informa-
tion or to register, please con-
tact Angel Neu at the Cooke 
County AgriLife Extension 
Offi  ce 940-668-5412 or email 
adneu@ag.tamu.edu. 

++++++++

 Th e Mountain Springs Com-
munity Club will be holding a 
May Day Market on Saturday, 
May 1. Vendors interested in 
a booth may message the club 
through Facebook.

++++++++

(Continued on Page 8)

Commissioners Approve Plan 3-2 

for Annex Architectural Drawings
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e com-
missioners voted three to two 
to move forward with drawings 
for architectural changes to the 
Cooke County annex building 
during the Monday April 26, 
Cooke County Commission-
ers meeting for changes to the 
Cooke County annex building. 
Starnes and Klement opposed 
the item.
 Th e project is set to include 
new space for Cooke County IT 
Director Darrell Hoberer’s de-
partment. It could also include 
new offi  ces for Cooke County 
Commissioners.
 “When I look at this, I ask my-
self ‘What do the taxpayers get 
out of me getting a new offi  ce?’ 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Leon 
Klement said. “What’s the return 
that the taxpayers get? Th ere has 

never been a public outcry, ‘Please 
build yourself a new offi  ce be-
cause we don’t think it’s suitable 
for you.’ Have you guys had the 
public tell you that we need a new 
offi  ce, that what we have isn’t suit-
able? Because I haven’t had it hap-
pen. I surely don’t want to short-

change IT, especially since some 
of the issues we’ve had…I think 
for the time being, especially in 
the fi nancial mess that we have in 
this country right now, God only 
knows what they are going to do 
with us in the next couple of years 
as far as taxes and property values 

and everything else.”
 Klement said it makes sense to 
fi nish work on the annex upper 
room but moving the IT depart-
ment into the area makes more 
sense than moving commission-
ers’ offi  ces to the building. 

(Continued on Page 8)

Murder76240, VISTO’s Annual Murder Mystery - On April 15, Volunteers In Service To Others 
(VISTO) hosted its annual murder mystery fundraiser, Murder76240. Each year local personali-
ties donate their time to help put on the performance while local teams try to solve the inevitable 
murder. This year was a huge success with one of their best performances yet. Pictured above is 
the Sherlock award winner: NTMC Defective Detectives. Awarded for solving the case in record 
time. Pictured below is the Watson award winner: CORE Professional Services. Awarded best cos-
tumes and most festive group in attendance. Great job guys and gals!             (Courtesy Photos)  
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Cooke County History

Th e Story Behind the 
Name on the Brick
By Shana Powell
Contributing Historian
Th e Weekly News

Gainesville’s Medal of 
Honor park provides a 
lovely place for refl ection 
and contemplation as visi-
tors stroll along and look at 
the names of the Medal of 
Honor recipients engraved 
on the bricks on the walk-
way.  Moving from insur-
rections to the diff erent 
wars in the history of this 
country, the park off ers a 
sobering glimpse into the 
sacrifi ces made by these 
soldiers for this country 
and the ultimate sacrifi ce 
that some of them gave-
their lives.
 Reading the names on 
the bricks, you wonder 
about these people.  What 
were their stories?  Where 
did they live?  Were they 
older or young?  Did they 
have families?  Do any of 
them have any type of 
connection or ties, even a 
slight one to people living 
in Gainesville or Cooke 
County today?
 An email that arrived out 
of the blue to this author 
from a cousin in Califor-
nia ultimately answered 
that last question in the af-
fi rmative.   Yes, one of the 
soldiers could and in fact, 
did have a connection to 
Gainesville.
 In the email the cousin 
inquired about the daugh-
ter of a great uncle and 
aunt.  Did she ever marry?  
It turns out she did and 
that is where the tie to 
Gainesville and the Medal 
of Honor park appears.
 Larry Stanley Pierce and 
Verlin Fleming were both 
born in Oklahoma, she in 
1940 and he in 1941 as 
World War II thundered 
across the world.  When 
they were children as so 
many did during that era 
their families moved to 
California for economic 
reasons.  Th ere they grew 
up in the town of Taft, met 
when they were in high 
school, fell in love. and 
married.  As soon as Larry 
graduated, he joined the 
army as a career soldier.
 Th e couple soon were 
joined by two daughters 
Teresa born a year after 
they wed, followed by 
Kelly a year later and then 
a son Gregory a couple 
of years after that.  Larry 
was assigned to Fort Bragg 
in North Carolina.  Th e 
young family lived there 
for three years before Larry 

was transferred overseas in 
March 1965.  
 A sergeant in the Head-
quarters Company of the 
1st Battalion (Airborne), 
503rd Infantry Regiment, 
173rd Airborne Brigade, 
Larry Pierce landed on 
Okinawa on March 3 and 
in Viet Nam on May 3, 
1965, during the middle of 
the Vietnam War.  
 A few short months later, 
on September 20, 1965, 

Pierce as was later reported 
in a bio by William Bjorn-
stad taken from his Medal 
of Honor citation, was 
“serving as squad leader in 
a reconnaissance platoon 
when his patrol was am-
bushed by hostile forces.  
Th rough his inspiring lead-
ership and personal cour-
age, the squad succeeded 
in eliminating an enemy 
machinegun and routing 
the opposing force.”
 Th en “while pursu-
ing the fl eeing enemy, the 
squad came upon a dirt 
road and, as the main body 
of his men entered the 
road, Pierce discovered an 
antipersonnel mine em-
placed on the road.  Real-
izing that the mine could 
destroy much of his squad, 
Sgt. Pierce saved the lives 
of his men at the sacrifi ce 
of his life by throwing him-
self directly onto the mine 
as it exploded.”
 For that sacrifi ce Sgt. 
Larry Pierce received the 
Medal of Honor.  In ad-
dition to the Medal of 
Honor, Pierce was awarded 
a Purple Heart.  In “Febru-
ary 2008, the post offi  ce 
in Taft, California was re-
named the “Larry S. Pierce 
Post Offi  ce” in his honor 

and a portion of California 
State Route 46 was desig-
nated the Staff  Sgt. Larry S. 
Pierce Memorial Highway 
in 2009.”
 A photograph in a news-
paper clipping from Febru-
ary 24, 1966 captures the 
scene at the White House 
of President Lyndon John-
son with Pierce’s wife and 
young children at the cer-
emony when Pierce was 
posthumously awarded the 

Medal of Honor and pro-
moted to the rank of Staff  
Sergeant.  
 Part of his Medal of Hon-
or citation reads “through 
his indomitable courage, 
complete disregard for his 
safety, and profound con-
cern for his fellow soldiers, 
he averted loss of life and 
injury to the members of 
his squad.  Sgt. Pierce’s 
extraordinary heroism, at 
the cost of his life, are in 
the highest traditions of 
the U.S. Army and refl ect 
great credit upon himself 
and the Armed Forces of 
his country.” 
 Recently on a chilly, 
overcast Sunday afternoon, 
I went to the Medal of 
Honor park and walked 
through it searching all the 
bricks looking for a par-
ticular name.  Suddenly, 
there it was, Larry S. Pierce 
- a cousin’s husband that 
I never knew who died 
saving the men he com-
manded.  A man who nev-
er saw his 25th birthday 

or enjoyed the pleasure of 
watching his children grow 
up. 
 Who would have ever 
imagined that decades af-
ter his death, his wife’s dis-
tant cousin would come to 
live in a town that eventu-
ally would erect a Medal of 
Honor park that included 
his name in memory of his 
service?
 So, examine your per-
sonal history-how many 

more of those other Medal 
of Honor recipients might 
also possess a family tie 
to Gainesville and Cooke 
County?
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Cheryl Ann
(Hogan) Griffi th

Services
 Cheryl Ann (Hogan) 
Griffi  th, 74 of Gainesville, 
Texas went to be with the 
Lord on April 19, 2021 in 
Nocona, Texas. 
 Services will be as follows:  
Visitation-Friday, April 23, 
2021 from 1:00-3:00 pm 
at Meador Funeral Home, 
Gainesville, Texas followed 
by Pavilion service at 3:00 
pm at Fairview Cemetery, 
Gainesville, Texas.
History
 She was born to Frank 
and Katie Hogan, January 
11, 1947 in Decatur, Texas.
 Cheryl was a truck driver 
for North American for 
many years among sev-
eral other companies.  She 
loved the scenery while 
traveling all over America.  
When she retired, her pas-

sion was taking care of her 
great-grandchildren.  Cher-
yl was a very loving mother 
and grandmother.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
mother, Katie (Parsley) Ho-
gan; daughters, Sherlene 
Patrick, Christine Canada 
and Amy Echols; sister-
in-law, Jackie Hogan; nine 
grandchildren and many 
great grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews.
 She was preceded in 
death by father, Frank Ho-
gan; brothers, Timothy Ray 
Hogan, John Lee Hogan 
and Daniel Preston Ho-
gan, two grandchildren and 
great-grandchild.  

Bobby Gene Ritchie

Services
 Bobby Gene Ritchie, 
of Gainesville, at age 65, 
passed away at Medical 
City of Denton on April 
21, 2021. 
 A graveside service will 
be held 2:00 PM Monday, 
April 26, 2021 in Fairview 
Cemetery with Rev. Hollis 
Parsons offi  ciating.
History
 He was born May 1, 
1955 to Malcolm and 

Wanda (Briggs) Ritchie in 
Gainesville.
 Bobby loved to go fi sh-
ing, building furniture, and 
playing with his grandkids 
and great-grandkids.
 Mr. Ritchie was in the 
Navy and served as a sub-
mariner.  He also worked at 
J&P transport out of Myra.  
He has worked as a truck 
driver for 20 years. 
 Bobby married his wife 
Paula Cox Ritchie in March 
of 1994.
 Mr. Ritchie was preced-
ed in death by his mother 
Wanda Ritchie, his fa-
ther Malcolm Ritchie, his 
brothers Kenny Ritchie, 
Michael Ritchie and Don-
ald Ritchie, and also his 
daughter-in-law Lorilee 
McAfee. 
Survivors
 Bobby is survived by his 
wife Paula Ritchie; sons 
Bryan Ritchie and Michael 
McAfee; daughter and 
daughter-in-law Tammy 
and Janie Lively Lingle.  
He is also survived by his 
brothers James Ritchie and 
JB Ritchie; sisters Janice 
Peak, Gayla McGuill, and 
Carrie Dillion; six grand-
kids and seven great-grand-
kids.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Linda Lou Hirneise

Services
 Linda Lou Hirneise, 
quietly passed away while 
sleeping at home on April 
23, 2021. A celebration of 
Linda’s life will be forth-
coming, details to be de-
termined. As a longtime 
volunteer at and supporter 
of Home Hospice, Linda’s 
family asks that, if so in-
clined, please send dona-
tions to Home Hospice of 
Grayson, Cooke & Fannin 
Counties.
History
 Linda was 78 years old, 
born on February 20, 1943 
in Gainesville, TX. She 
grew up in Gainesville, TX, 
where she graduated from 
Gainesville High School 
and Cooke County Junior 
College. She went on to 
earn a Bachelor of Science 
degree from West Texas 
State in Canyon, TX.

 She started her teaching 
career in Corpus Christie, 
TX, where she met the love 
of her life, a Navy pilot-in-
training named Bill. Th e 
two were married on Coro-
nado Island, CA, in 1967, 
and spent 53 happy years 
together.
 Th e consummate host-
ess, Linda loved having her 
house full of family and 
friends. More than just a 
mom to her two boys, Lin-
da was a mother fi gure and 
mentor to so many who 
knew her. Her home, her 
heart and her fridge were 
always open. 
 Her boys may have been 
her world, but her grand-
kids were her life. She 
relished every minute of 
time she spent with each 
one, from the day they 
were born to the countless 
birthdays, game days and 
lazy days on the lake there-
after. She made every visit 
so special, even the grand 
dogs were excited to “go to 
Granny’s house.”  
 When she wasn’t spoiling 
her grandkids, Linda was 
reading, working crossword 
puzzles, drinking coff ee on 
her deck or sipping wine 
at sunset. She loved mov-
ies, Margarita Night with 
friends, and watching plays 
at the Butterfi eld Stage. 
 She also loved the beach, 

sailing, cruising and explor-
ing the world. Her adven-
tures took her to all seven 
continents, including stops 
in Scotland, England, Ger-
many, Netherlands, Russia, 
China, Tibet, New Zea-
land, Brazil and Antarctica. 
Yet coming home to Lake 
Kiowa is where she was 
happiest with family and 
friends.
 Linda was a joy, delight 
and nurturer to her family 
and many friends. She was 
an extraordinary woman, 
an adored wife, a loving 
mother, a wonderful grand-
mother and the epitome of 
grace and hospitality to 
all. Her beautiful smile, 
dry wit, sensible coun-
sel, compassionate nature 
and warm embrace will 
be missed, but her legacy 
lives on through the lives of 
those she touched along the 
way.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
husband, William Hirneise; 
her children, Rich Hirneise 
and his wife Ammy, and 
Bart Hirneise and his wife 
Robyn; her grandchildren, 
Will Hirneise, Alec Hir-
neise, Maddy Hirneise, 
Emma Hirneise and Dylan 
Hirneise. She was preceded 
in death by her parents Cal-
vin and Vesta Hatcher and 
her sister, Carolyn Offi  ll.
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Obituaries

Anonymously report crime in 
Gainesville at 940.612.0000

For emergencies, call 911

GAINESVILLE - As of 
Friday, April 23, Cooke 
County offi  cials indicated 
the number of active CO-
VID cases was 8. Total 
cases reported were 3,682 
compared to 3,678 as of 
April 15. Th e number of 
COVID deaths is still 62 
according to the Cooke 
County Pandemic page. 
Th e same number of deaths 
were reported April 15.
 Texas State Department 
of Health Services reported 
a total of 2,456,905 cas-
es April 26 compared to 
2,439,892 confi rmed cases 
April 19.
 Harris County logged, 

as of Monday, April 26, 
388,991 cases compared 
to 385,684 cases reported 
April 19. Dallas County re-
ported 256,342 cases April 
26 compared to 255,013 
cases reported April 19. 
Tarrant County reported 
215,067 cases April 26 
compared to 214,185 CO-
VID-19 cases April 19.
 In the counties near 
Cooke County, Grayson 
County had 11,230 cas-
es April 26 compared to 
11,177 cases as of April 19.
 Denton County report-
ed 54,458 cases April 26 
compared to 54,075 cases 
April 19.

 Wise County had 6,025 
cases April 26 compared to 
6,003 cases reported April 
19. In Montague County, 
1,750 cases were report-
ed April 26 compared to 
1,746 cases logged as of 
April 19.
 Love County, Oklahoma 
reported 1490 cases April 
26 compared to 1,487 cas-
es April 19.
 A statement from the 
county reminded residents 
to be vigilant in continuing 
mitigation eff orts to pre-
vent the spread of COV-
ID-19. Community spread 
continues to the method of 
transmission. 

County Offi  cials Continue 

to Warn Residents of

COVID-19 Dangers

 

OPEN HEIFERS
18 Angus heifers
10 Brahman heifers
16 BWF Angus heifers, Bangs vaccinated
11 Black Angus heifers, Bangs vaccinated

PAIRS
15 Two-year-old, half Charolais/Angus pairs with   
 Red Angus-sired calves
35 3-5 year-old black pairs, some with BIG calves,  
 should be some 3-in-1
30 Two-year-old Angus/Brangus pairs, gentle
6-7 5-6 year-old, big fancy Angus pairs,    
 big calves & very gentle
4 Six-year-old Angus pairs
3 Two-year-old Red Angus pairs
25-30 2-3 year-old, nice Brangus pairs
20-25 4-5 year-old, Brangus pairs
25 3-6 year-old Black/BWF pairs, calves sired out of  
 registered Black Hereford bulls
55 4-5 year-old Angus pairs, some 3-in-1's
8 Three-year-old Tiger pairs
30 5-6 year-old, Brangus/Angus pairs
6 Four-year-old, Black Angus pairs,    
 exposed to Charolais bulls
4 Two-year-old, registered Black Simmental pairs,  
 gentle as you will find anywhere!
20 3-5 year-old crossbred pairs
20 3-5 year-old crossbred pairs with big calves, 
 have been running back with Angus bulls 

The New
Owner/Operator

BRED COWS
30  Two-year-old, good Brangus, bred to Angus bulls
20 4-5 year-old, Charolais, heavy-bred to Angus and   
 Charolais bulls, some calves by sale time
17 Two-year-old Angus, heavy bred to black Limousin bulls
7 4-5 year-old Angus cows, heavy bred to Angus bulls
30-35 4-5 year-old Brangus cows, heavy bred
20 4-5 year-old crossbred cows, heavy bred
40 4-6 year-old Angus/Brangus cows, heavy bred to Angus  
 and Charolais bulls
20 Six-year-old Angus cows, heavy bred to Charolais bulls,  
 some calves by sale time
20 Brahman pairs, heavy bred to Brahman bull
50 3-5 year-old crossbred cows, heavy bred to Charolais bulls
25 Crossbred heifers, heavy bred with some babies

BULLS
4-5 Big Fancy, two-year-old, registered Hereford bulls,   
 horned and polled
2 20-month-old registered Charolais bulls
2 17-month-old, black, Simmental bulls, calving ease
3-4 16-month-old reg. eligible Red Baldie/Chingus, calving   
 ease
3 18-month-old, registered Charolais bulls
1 Three-year-old Lim-Flex bull

SEVERAL MORE CONSIGNMENTS 
BY SALE TIME!

Special

COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following cases were 
fi led and decided in the 
235th District Court.

Cases Filed
 Krista Lee Barthold vs. 
Justin Louis Barthold, di-
vorce.
 Brenda Dshawn 
Huneycutt vs. Richard 
Leon Huneycutt, divorce.
 Stacy Lynn Rains vs. 
Kenneth Marshell Rains, 
divorce.
 Dennis Dale Arnett vs. 

Billie Jean Arnett-Gibson, 
divorce.
 Brooke Telin Stewart vs. 
River Matthew Stewart, 
divorce.
 Carolyn Singleton 
Qureshi vs. Daryl Wayne 
Torrey-Keeling, divorce.
 Kelli Mann vs. Mark 
James, divorce.
 Roger Allen Reynolds 
vs. Lee Ann Reynolds, di-
vorce.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Matthew Malone, tax cas-
es.

 Cooke County et al vs. 
Dora S. Albrecht, tax cas-
es.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Craig Th omas Parker, tax 
cases.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Linda Diane O’Connor 
and Donna R. O’Conner, 
tax cases.
 
Cases Decided
 Kristi Kay Mugridge 
vs. Ryan Alan Mugridge, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
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Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

Is America Led Today By Anti-Americans?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

How can America unite 
again to do great things if 
we are led by people who 
believe America suff ers 
from a great sickness of the 
soul, an original sin that 
dates back to her birth as a 
nation? 
 Consider.
 After his long night of 
prayer for “the right ver-
dict” to be pronounced 
-- Derek Chauvin was con-
victed on all three counts 
-- Joe Biden stepped before 
the White House cameras 
to tell us what it all meant.
 George Floyd’s death, 
said Biden, “was a murder 
in the full light of day, and 
it ripped the blinders off  
for the whole world to see 
the systemic racism... that 
is a stain on our nation’s 
soul -- the knee on the 
neck of justice for Black 
Americans.”
 Astonishing. Biden is 
saying that when Chauvin 
knelt on the neck of 
George Floyd for nine 
minutes as the life drained 
out of him, the world, for 
once, was getting a good, 
close look at the diseased 
soul of America.
 What Chauvin was do-
ing to Floyd, said the presi-
dent of the United States, 
is a refl ection of the kind of 
justice America delivers to 
Black Americans. 
 Th is is no aberration, 
Biden was saying. Th is is 
the routine reality.
 Biden was introduced by 
Kamala Harris, who said 
much the same: 
 “America has a long his-

tory of systemic racism. 
Black Americans and Black 
men in particular have 
been treated throughout 
the course of our history as 
less than human.”
 At Al Sharpton’s National 
Action Network, U.S. Am-
bassador to the U.N. Linda 
Th omas-Greenfi eld deliv-
ered what Th e Wall Street 
Journal called, “a recita-
tion of America’s sins (that) 
could have come from Chi-
na’s Global Times.” 
 Said Th omas-Greenfi eld: 
 “I have... seen for my-
self how the original sin of 
slavery weaved white su-
premacy into our founding 
documents and principles. 
... Racism is the problem 
of the racist. And it is the 
problem of the society that 
produces the racist.”
 What our diplomat to 
the world is saying is that 
our Declaration of Inde-
pendence, Constitution 
and Bill of Rights are in-
terwoven with white su-
premacy and that America, 
to this day, continues to 
breed racists.  
 Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
at a Congressional Black 
Caucus event after the ver-
dict, turned her eyes heav-
enward in gratitude:
 “Th ank you, George 
Floyd, for sacrifi cing your 
life for justice....For being 
there to call out to your 
mom -- how heartbreaking 
was that ... And because of 
you ... your name will al-
ways be synonymous with 
justice.” 
 Implication: Floyd died 
to redeem America of her 
original sin of racism. 
 All in all, quite a com-
mentary on our leaders.
 For, again, our president 
and vice president are say-
ing that this people and 
country still suff er from 
a sickness of the soul that 
dates back to its formative 
days.
 Th e 1960s radicals who 
vilifi ed our country as 
“Amerika” were rightly 
called “anti-American.” 
Today, the diff erence be-

tween what they said about 
America and what our 
highest elected leaders are 
saying is hard to discern.
 Our enemies have picked 
up on this. In Anchorage, 
after Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken called 
Beijing out for repression 
in Hong Kong and “geno-
cide” in Xinjiang, China’s 
foreign minister was right 
back in his face. 
 You Americans should 
look to your own sins and 
clean up your house before 
lecturing the world on po-
litical morality, he said. To-
day, that Chinese foreign 
minister could cite Biden 
and Harris as his chief wit-
nesses that America is a na-
tion sick in its soul.
 We hear our leaders’ at-
tacks on America. Where is 

their defense?
 What other nation has 
provided the same mea-
sures of personal and po-
litical freedoms and mate-
rial blessings for 40 million 
Black people as has the 
United States?
 If people of color are 
treated “as less than hu-
man” in America, as Harris 
says, why are so many peo-
ple of color seeking des-
perately to get across our 
Southern border to build 
their future here?
 What is the real truth 
about race in America that 
goes unmentioned in the 
mainstream media’s end-
less hunt for encounters 
between Black men and 
white cops?
 Th e main perpetrators 
of violent crimes against 

Black Americans -- are oth-
er Black Americans. Black 
men, ages 16 to 40, are 3% 
of the U.S. population but 
commit roughly a third of 
America’s violent crimes. 
 Defund police, restrict 
police, remove police and 
you will get more of what 
the police prevent -- crimes, 
especially violent crimes, in 
your community.
 When Biden and Harris 
spoke of “systemic racism” 
affl  icting our society, they 
were not describing their 
enlightened selves. And it 
was Hillary Clinton who 
identifi ed the people the 
leftist elites have in mind:
 “You could put half of 
Trump’s supporters into 
what I call the basket of 
deplorables. ... Th e racist, 
sexist, homophobic, xe-

nophobic, Islamaphobic 
-- you name it. ... Some of 
those folks... are irredeem-
able, but thankfully they 
are not America.”
 What Clinton, Biden 
and Harris are all saying 
is that, though the moral 
sickness of racism pervades 
our society, we are the vac-
cinated ones.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
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By Susan Estrich

In January, Simon & 
Schuster canceled its 
agreement to publish a 
book, presumably a mem-
oir-cum-political pan-
demic, by Sen. Josh Haw-
ley. Last week, in response 
to internal protests, Simon 
& Schuster refused to can-
cel plans for a book by for-
mer Vice President Mike 
Pence. 
 It drew a line. In this 
case, it was a line between 
a rogue senator who spews 
conspiracies and hate and 
a former vice president 
who, when called upon, 
confi rmed the results of 
the election. Hawley voted 
to reject them. Last week, 
he was the only member of 
the United States Senate 
to oppose a bill that would 
protect Asian American 

from hate crimes. 
 A similar scene played 
out last week at nonpar-
tisan political organiza-
tion No Labels after its 
co-founders hired Mark 
Halperin as a consultant. 
In 2017, Halperin was lit-
erally canceled -- dropped 
from his role as a televi-
sion commentator, his 
book deal and his TV spe-
cial -- after multiple wom-
en came forward with al-
legations that he sexually 
harassed them during his 
tenure at ABC News. Hal-
perin has apologized pro-
fusely and claims, as did 
No Labels, that this con-
duct ended when he left 
ABC in 2007. 
 I don’t believe that all 
speech is created equal. 
Speech is a powerful weap-
on. I don’t pretend that the 
truth always triumphs. If I 
could control who could 
speak and who couldn’t, 
the words “free speech” 
would disappear from the 
vocabulary. I would guess 
that Vladimir Putin feels 
exactly that way. 
 Like any civil libertarian, 
I get stuck on the question 
of who does the deciding. 
Th e fi rst rule is always to 
assume that you’re NOT 
making the rest of the 
rules. In the original posi-

tion, you could be the one 
who is canceled. 
 Th at is, after all, the 
argument for the First 
Amendment. Both Haw-
ley and Pence -- and for-
mer President Trump, 
for that matter -- have 
First Amendment rights 
to free speech, as against 
any form of state action. 
But no one has a right to 
be published by Simon & 
Schuster. Th at’s where the 
decision to cancel, or not, 
was made.
 In law, the people who 
specialize in drawing the 
lines are sometimes dis-
missed as “bologna slic-
ers,” looking for distinc-
tions and diff erences to 
create a semblance of or-
der in an area of the law. 
Th ey write treatises in 
which lines are created, to 
be followed by judges and 
students as black letter 
law.
 But in times like these, 
bologna slicing might be 
just what we need. I still 
wish Al Franken were in 
the Senate. He was, after 
all, an entertainer doing 
an act, for which he was 
forced to resign -- in the 
blink of an eye, it seemed, 
without any eff ort to draw 
or apply appropriate lines.
 Black letter law might 

very appropriately draw 
the line at respect for the 
Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, at 
support for the basic civil 
rights of Asian Americans.
 Th ere is a diff erence be-
tween a high offi  cial who 
respects the Constitution 
and has a story to tell, and 
a guy who is out there au-
ditioning for the 8 o’clock 
slot at Fox. Th e next Tuck-
er Carlson will surely fi nd 
another publishing home. 
Simon & Schuster will 
fi nd another book to pub-
lish. But the door will not 
be closed on the vice presi-
dent. His case is diff erent. 
A line has been drawn, 
and that is worth noting.
 As for Mark Halperin, 
he is very smart. Th e alle-
gations were very serious. 
But murderers serve less 
time than Halperin has 
in Siberia. It was reported 
that the co-founders de-
cided to hire him because 
he was less expensive than 
other consultants with 
similar experience. Hal-
perin has also been rel-
egated to cable networks 
with far smaller audiences. 
Th e market has always 
drawn lines.
 To fi nd out more about 
Susan Estrich and read 
features by other Creators 
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Drawing the Lines in the Cancel Culture
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APPRAISAL NOTICES
An estimated 29,000 appraisal notices will be mail for 
the year 2021.  Roughly 23,000 were mailed on April 
26th. All commercial properties, non-industrial busi-
ness personal property and some real property no-
tices were not part of the April 26th mailing and will be 
mailed in the coming weeks. 

Industrial business personal property and mineral ap-
praisal notices will be mailed by Capital Appraisal on 
April 28th.

Texas law requires county appraisal districts to send 
appraisal notices to property owners when: (1) A 
change in the property’s value increases by $1,000 or 
more, (2) Any property receiving a homestead exemp-
tion, (3) New property owners who did not receive a 
notice in 2020, (4) any new accounts that have been 
created, (5) A notice must be sent if the property own-
er rendered their property with the Appraisal District. 

It is important that you review the proposed value 
of your property, the date your notice was mailed 
and the deadline to  le a protest.  Since all notices 
are not mailed at the same time, there will be dif-
ferent  ling deadlines.  The  ling deadline for the 
notices mailed April 26th will be May 26th.

The notice contains important information about the 
property’s location, ownership, and any tax exemp-
tions that have been applied to the property.  The 
deadline to  le an agricultural use application is 
April 30th.  It is important that you know that apprais-
ers are still reviewing agricultural use applications 
that were received, but yet not processed in time for 
the April 26th mailing. If you received an appraisal 
notice that does not show your agricultural use 
on it, you will either receive a letter telling you the 
application was approved or denied. If it is de-
nied, you have 30 days from the date of the letter 
to protest the denial.

THE APPRAISAL DISTRICT DOES NOT SET THE 
TAX RATES.

Your city, county, school district, and other local tax-
ing units will set the 2021 tax rate.  

Exemption Changes: letters were mailed to (1) any-
one whose homestead, over 65, disability or veteran’s 
disability was canceled or modi  ed, (2) Any property 
that does not have a homestead exemption on their 
current home when the situs address and mailing ad-
dress match. If you are a new owner and have al-
ready  led for your exemptions you may receive one 
of these letters. CCAD has processed most of the ex-
emptions that have been received. However, the soft-
ware does not look to see if CCAD has already added 
an exemption  led by the new owner.  Please review 
your appraisal notice closely as the exemption 
will show on the notice.

Homestead, OV65 Exemptions Etc.
If you are receiving an over 65 or a disability exemp-
tion and this is your  rst year to receive the exemp-
tion, you will see the added exemptions on your no-
tice but no ceiling information on the taxes. Starting 
in the second year the tax ceiling will appear.  If you 
have made an addition to your home and you have an 
exemption with a ceiling, the value of the new addition 
will cause an increase in your taxes.  Your tax ceiling 
shown on your appraisal notice does not re  ect the 
additional taxes caused by the addition to your home. 
The new tax ceiling will be calculated once all of the 
2021 tax rates are set by the taxing entities. 
If you have not  led for a homestead exemption 
and (1) you owned and lived in your house on 
January 1 of 2021 or (2) you owned and lived in 
your home on January 1 of 2020 you may be able 
to  le an exemption for the prior year.

Agricultural Use
If your agricultural use has been denied, examples of 
the type of documentation to send for an informal or 
formal hearing would be: (1) livestock sales, or pur-
chase receipts, (2) receipts showing the purchase or 
sale of agricultural products, (3) receipts for the pur-
chase of fertilizer, feed, or veterinary services, (4) re-
ceipts for services such as baling hay, (5) dated pho-
tographs of ag use on the property.

Informal Reviews
The appraisal district staff is available to answer 
any questions you may have and will do their best 
to resolve any disagreements in value or exemp-
tions.  Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic the 
appraisal district of  ce is open, but restricted to the 
lobby. CCAD will have informal reviews with an ap-
praiser this year, however you must call and make 
an appointment ahead of time. Informal reviews will 
also be handled by phone, email, appointment in per-
son or through our website; www.cookecad.org. From 
our website, you can use “Contact Us” or “Online Pro-
test”. You will be asked to either mail, email, fax or 
use the CAD website “contact us” to send information. 
We ask that you send anything you feel would help 
the appraiser have a better understanding as to why 
you feel the proposed value is too high or why ag use 
should be granted. 
Information that is helpful when discussing value 
would be: (1) your settlement statement if purchased 
within the last 2 years, (2) an independent fee ap-
praisal if the appraisal was completed within the last 
year, (3) dated photographs of any damages to your 
home along with an estimate to repair, (4) any com-
parable sales within the last year that you feel is com-
parable in size, age and condition to your property. 
The appraiser is only able to see the exterior of the 
property.  
Most differences can be resolved with this informa-
tion.  The appraisal district has information on sold 
properties that will be used as well; however, we do 
not have the sales information of all properties that 
have sold.  

Formal Protest
Property owners who disagree with the appraised value 
of their property, exemptions, or any other action by the 
appraisal district have the right to appeal to the ARB.  
The ARB is an independent panel of citizens responsible 
for hearing and settling property protests.  The notice of 
appraised value includes instructions on how and when 
to  le a protest, a protest form and Property Taxpayer 
Remedies Published by the Texas Comptrollers’ of  ce.  
Filing a protest using the Online Protest (E-File), 
US Mail and Other Means of Filing
ALL PROPERTY ACCOUNTS are EILIGBLE to  le a 
protest online.  There will be brief instructions on how 
to  le online mailed with the appraisal notice. 

You can also  le your protest by US mail, fax, email, 
or use the drop box on the south side of our of  ce.  
There is also a drive-thru where you can drop off your 
protest. We highly recommend that you use either the 
appraisal district email or our online protest

Help Us to Help YOU

Property Tax Protest and Appeal Procedures 
The law gives property owners the right to protest ac-
tions concerning their property tax appraisals. Below 
is a list of reasons that are available to protest:

The reasons most often used when protesting:
 • Incorrect appraised (market) value
 • Value is unequal compared with other properties

Refer to your protest form for other reasons to protest.

Property Taxpayer Remedies is available at the 
Cooke County Appraisal District at 201 N. Dixon St. 
Gainesville, Texas or our website: www.cookecad.
org.  The publication is also available on the Comp-
trollers’ website: www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/
property-tax.  Also available on their website and the 
appraisal district’s website are two videos: “How to 
Present Your Case at an ARB Hearing: A Home-
owners Guide” and “How to Present your Case at 
an ARB hearing: A Guide for Small Businesses.”  
The Comptroller’s publication, Property Taxpayers’ 
Remedies, explains in detail how to protest your prop-
erty appraisal, what issues the ARB can consider and 
what to expect during a protest hearing.  The publica-
tion also discusses your options if you disagree with 
the decision of the ARB; such as  ling in district court, 
binding arbitration, or  ling with the State Of  ce of Ad-
ministrative Hearings (SOAH).

Review by the ARB
If you cannot resolve the issue informally with the 
county appraisal district (CAD) staff, you may have 
your case heard by the ARB.
The ARB is an independent board of citizens that 
reviews problems with appraisals or other concerns 
listed above. It has the power to order the CAD to 
make the necessary changes to solve your issues. If 
you  le a written request for an ARB hearing (called a 
notice of protest) before the deadline, the ARB will set 
your case for a hearing. You will receive written notice 
of the date and time of the hearing. If necessary, you 
may request a hearing in the evening or on a Satur-
day or Sunday. Prior to your hearing, you may ask to 
review the evidence the CAD plans to introduce at the 
hearing to establish any matter at issue. 

Formal hearings before the Appraisal Review Board 
(ARB) will be available via conference calls or in per-
son. Hearings in person will be scheduled for a later 
date. If you are scheduled for a hearing before the 
ARB, you will receive documentation prior to your 
hearing date giving you the date and time of your 
hearing as well as an explanation of the procedures 
for the conference call.  ARB hearings are subject to 
the Open Meeting Act. For anyone who would like to 
listen to the meeting there is a phone number and an 
ID number to join the meeting. You can call our of  ce 
at 940-665-7651 and request the phone number and 
ID number.
Hearings by conference call will require evidence and 
the appropriate af  davit form to be signed and sub-
mitted to the ARB  ve (5) days prior to your hearing. 
You can  nd the required af  davit on our website at 
www.cookecad.org under “Forms”, “ARB”, “Property 
Owner Af  davit of Evidence”.  
To the greatest extent practicable, the hearing will be 
informal. You or your designated agent will present 
evidence or you may send the notarized evidences 
for the ARB to review at your hearing. The CAD repre-
sentative will also present evidence about your case. 
You may cross-examine the CAD representative. The 
ARB will make its decision based on the evidence 
presented. In most cases, the CAD has the burden of 
establishing the property’s value by a preponderance 
of the evidence presented.
You should review ARB hearing procedures to learn 
more about evidence and related matters. You will 
 nd a protest form on the back of your appraisal no-
tice.  You can get a copy of a protest form from the 
ap¬praisal district lobby, our website www.cookecad.
org  or from the Comptroller of Public Accounts at 
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/pro-
tests/index.php

You should not try to contact an ARB member out-
side of the hearing. The law requires ARB members 
to sign an af  davit saying that they have not talked 
about your case before the ARB hears it.

Review by the District Court, an Arbitrator or 
SOAH

After it decides your case, the ARB must send you a 
copy of its order by certi  ed mail. If you are not satis-
 ed with the decision, you have the right to appeal. 
To appeal such an order to district court, a party must 
 le a petition for review with the district court within 60 
days after you receive your notice of  nal value. 
In certain cases, an alternative is  ling an appeal in 

district court. You may  le not later than the 60th day 
after you receive notice of the ARB order, a request 
for binding arbitration with the county appraisal dis-
trict. If the subject of your appeal has a value of $1 
million or more you may appeal to the State Of  ce 
of Administrative Hearings (SOAH). To appeal an 
ARB order to SOAH, a property owner must  le with 
the chief appraiser of the appraisal district not later 
than the 30th day after the date the property owner 
receives notice of the order. Appeals to district court, 
binding arbitration, or SOAH all require payment of 
certain fees or deposits.

Tax Payment
In any case you must pay either the amount of taxes 
due on the portion of the taxable value not in dispute 
or the amount of taxes due on the property under the 
order from which the appeal is taken.
 
More Information
You can get additional information on how to prepare 
a protest from the Comptroller’s publication, Property 
Tax Basics, available on the Comptroller’s Property 
Tax Assistance Division’s website at www.comptrol-
ler.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/basics.php or from 
the appraisal district website www.cookecad.org un-
der Videos.

Deadline for Filing Protests with the ARB
On or before May 26* 

(or 30 days after a notice of appraised value was 
mailed to you, whichever is later).

Our of  ce is located at 201 N. Dixon St. Gainesville, 
Texas.  Our hours are 8 am to 5 pm. The phone num-
ber is 940-665-7651 and the fax number is 940-668-
2587.  You can also reach us by email at cookecad@
cookecad.org or arbsecretary@cookecad.org.

Late protests are allowed if you miss the usual dead-
line for good cause. Good cause is some reason be-
yond your control, such as a medical emergency. The 
ARB decides whether you have good cause. Late 
protests are due the day before the ARB approves 
records for the year. Contact your appraisal district 
for more information.

Special Deadlines

For change of use (the appraisal district informed 
you that you are losing agricultural appraisal because 
you changed the use of your land), the deadline is not 
later than the 30th day after the notice of the determi-
nation was mailed to you. 

For ARB changes (the ARB has informed you of 
a change that increases your tax liability and the 
change did not result from a protest you  led), the 
deadline is not later than the 30th day after the notice 
of the determination was mailed to you. 
If you believe the appraisal district or ARB should 
have sent you a notice and did not, you may  le a pro-
test until the day before tax¬es become delinquent, 
usually February 1st.

*The deadline is postponed to the next business day, 
if it falls on a weekend or holiday.

DELIQUENT TAXES STATEMENT MAILING

Delinquent tax notices for the current tax year (2020) 
are mailed each year at least 30 days but not more 
than 60 days before July 1st, per the Texas Property 
Tax Code, Section 33.07(d).  Delinquent notices for 
the tax year 2020 will be mailed on May 1 or as soon 
as possible thereafter.  If you receive a delinquent 
notice and you believe it is in error, please call the 
Cooke County Appraisal District’s Collection Depart-
ment at 940-665-7651. 
Full or partial payments are always accepted.  In order 
to better serve and offer assistance to the taxpayer, 
various payment options are available.  Taxes can be 
paid with a credit/debit card or by e-check through our 
website: www.cookecad.org.  We also offer an install-
ment payment plan option.  Please feel free to call the 
Cooke County Appraisal district at your convenience 
to discuss any and all payment plan options.

PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT INFORMATION

 • Delinquent Tax Notices will be mailed on May 1. 
An additional 15% attorney’s fee will be added on 
July 1 to any unpaid balances.
 • Payment Agreements are available on all delin-
quent taxes with some possible limitations.
 • Full or Partial payments are accepted.
 • Payments received by mail are posted accord-
ing to the postmarked date.
 • All website and phone payments are posted 
according to the date of the completed payment pro-
cess.
 • Accepted methods of payment include cash, 
check, money order, cashier’s check, credit/debit card 
and e-check. Payments can also be made through 
our website at www.cookecad.org.
 • A drive-up window and an afterhours/weekend/
holiday drop box are located on the south side of the 
building for your convenience.

Hardships: The law requires timely payments be made 
without regard to the circumstances of the owner.

If you received a letter requesting that you re-apply for your agricultural use and 
you have not completed the new application you risk losing you ag use. To help 
you complete your application there is a sample completed application on our 
website under the Agricultural Use Tab, look for “Example Completed Agricultural 
Application”.

You can search by your name, property ID, situs address or use the Advanced 
Search option.  You will need to enter the Tax Year you are wanting to look at. You 
can also see if the taxes have been paid or still due. 

When considering the purchase of property, you may want to know what the 
taxes would be without any exemption. Within the section “Taxing Jurisdiction” 

you can see what the taxes are with the current exemptions and then without 
exemptions.

You are able to view your property from within your account by clicking on “Map” 
located in the top right-hand corner. To view all of Cooke County use the “Map 
Search” in the lower left-hand side of the home page.  If you are viewing the ac-
count, the “Map Search” is located in the top right-hand corner.

The Cooke County Appraisal District is available to answer your questions.  Our 
of  ce is located at 201 N. Dixon St. Gainesville Texas. We are open Monday 
through Friday 8am to 5pm.  We can be reached by phone at 940-665-7651, fax 
number 940-668-2587, or email address cookecad@cookecad.org.

  2021 Appraisal Notices Are in The Mail! 
                Property Appraisal Protest and Appeal Procedures  
                      Mailing Delinquent Tax Statements 
 

INFORMATION ON TAX RATES,
PUBLIC HEARINGS, & PROPERTY 

TAXES WILL BE AVAILABLE
IN AUGUST AT:

https://cooke.truthintaxation.com
You will receive a post card in the mail.
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NCTC Recognizes
Stock Horse Champions
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e 
North Central Texas Col-
lege Board of Regents heard 
from various individuals 
during the Monday, April 
19, 2021 regular meeting in 
the NCTC board room in 
the college’s welcome center.
 During his chancellor’s 
administrative report Dr. 
Brent Wallace recognized 
members of the North Cen-
tral Texas Stock Horse team 
who competed at the Ameri-
can Stock Horse Association 
Collegiate National Cham-
pionship in Sweetwater. 
 “Each team member com-
peted individually in rein-
ing, trail, pleasure … when 
the dust settled, the team 
was crowned the 2021 Divi-
sion II Collegiate National 
Champions.” Members of 
the team were present for 
the meeting and were rec-
ognized for their achieve-
ments. 
 Wallace also presented a 
report on the 87th  legisla-
ture aggregate data by col-
lege and how it is likely to 
aff ect higher education in 
Texas. 
 “I am going to give you 
facts this evening and try to 
reframe from any commen-
tary, but we are concerned 
about both sides a little bit,” 
Wallace said. “Th e Texas 
House Committee substi-
tute for Senate Bill 1 main-
tains fl at funding as it sits 
today, an aggregate of $1.8 
million in the category.”
 He noted the bottom line 
is NCTC “stands to lose 
over $769,000 in state ap-
propriations over the bien-
nium. As it sits on the Sen-
ate side, we are looking at 
loss of $604,000.” He added 
under the bill 31 of the 50 
college districts will receive 
fewer funds than they did in 
2020-2021.
 He said college adminis-
trators are expecting college 
enrollment to “return or 
even grow.”  
 NCTC’s Vice Chancellor 
of Fiscal Aff airs discussed 
fi nancial information for 
March.
 He noted there was a 
substantial increase for the 
M.J. Cox estate account.  “If 
you will recall last month 
there was a sale of property 
in Love County, Oklahoma 
and the proceeds from that 
sale went into the M.J. Cox 
account.”
 He also noted the college 
is beginning to see results 
from federal stimulus spend-
ing. “Our funding that is 
coming from the federal 
government on the revenue 
side at the top if you look 
at federal funds, you can see 
we have well exceeded what 
was budgeted for the year.”
 He said most of the mon-
ey is being directed to stu-
dent services, adding “be-
cause essentially it is being 
treated like fi nancial aid as 
disbursements go out to stu-
dents.”
 He also said it “might be 
interesting to point out to 
you all” that on the transfer 
of funds paid from general 
fund to payroll for March 
was around $2.3 million. 
“Just as a comparison I 
want to let you know that in 
March of last year the payroll 
ran $2,569,000, so there’s 
been about a $260,000 drop 
in our payroll expenses,” 
Miller said. “Th at’s because 
of the very stringent budget 
we put into place. We had 
a workforce reduction. We 
haven’t been fi lling a lot of 
our vacant positions because 
of the enrollment drop that 
we expected and, in fact, oc-
curred. If you look at that 
$250,000 a month if you 
were to annualize that you’re 
talking about a $3 million 
drop in payroll… which is 
obviously signifi cant.”
 Miller noted cash balances 
for the college have begun 
to drop. “Th at’s the nature 
of the beast,” he said. “Most 
of our tuition dollars comes 
in in the fall semester in Au-
gust. It comes in, in January 
for the spring semester. We 

won’t get a lot more tuition 
between now and the end of 
August.”
 He also noted property 
tax money plays a role in the 
college’s supply of cash.
 “For the most part, [prop-
erty tax payments] are due 
on January 31, so much of 
them have already been col-
lected and we should not 
be getting much more col-
lected over the rest of the fi s-
cal year, so from this point 
out, we have to make sure 
we’ve built up enough cash 
reserves to get us through 
the next six months” 
 Next, Vice Chancellor 
of External Aff airs Debbie 
Sharp presented a report on 
external funding.
 She discussed the NCTC 
Starlight Gala which was a 
no-show event due to CO-
VID-19 but included con-
tributions from many spon-
sors. 
 She noted NCTC Foun-
dation currently has $12.8 
million in assets. 
 In a report on a possible 
remote work policy, Wallace 
noted the college doors are 
open. But added some de-
partments are still working 
at a distance.  “I think it’s 
imperative that our commu-
nity knows we are open for 
business, that the doors are 
wide open.”
 He said the policy is a 
“draft,” adding “We fully ex-
pect to bring this back to the 
board for discussion, but we 
are seeking input.”
 “I walk the halls around 
here… and I see some offi  ces 
with the lights on and I see 
some offi  ces with the lights 
off ,” Regent Dick Haayen 
said. “Some of the people 

are reluctant and I totally 
understand that; however, 
interaction, face-to-face can 
be very important and criti-
cal… I think that the col-
lege needs to look at, within 
safety parameters, a way to 
have people return to their 
jobs on campus, in person. 
I fully understand that some 
of these jobs cannot be done 
remotely.”
 Wallace noted staff  mem-
bers must be “very cognizant 
of the student need.” He 
also said faculty members 
have been fl exible.
 “It’s a diffi  cult task as we 
come off  of a pandemic to 
make sure that we believe, 
are very confi dent our pro-
tocols are in place. I’m confi -
dent that our classrooms are 
safe, that our offi  ces are safe. 
We’re still doing the same 
cleaning protocols that we 
always have,” Wallace add-
ed. 
 He said the plan is to 
move to a four-day week 
possibly beginning May 
17 in order to bring back 
employees while allowing 
for a longer weekend to ac-
commodate deeper facility 
cleanings. 
 Wallace also noted a fi -
nal recommendation of the 
policy is expected to be pre-
sented to the board in May. 
 Th e regents approved a 
consent agenda which in-
cluded disposition of min-
utes of the March 29, 2021 
minutes.
 NCTC Vice President 
of Administrative Aff airs 
Robbie Baugh presented 
information about a con-
tractor for a science lab for 
First State Bank Exchange 
Denton campus. Th e board 

unanimously approved the 
bid. Th e board also ap-
proved a contractor for the 
Corinth building parapet 
remediation with Princeton 
Construction of Dallas.
 Th e board also voted to 
convert ownership of its 
vehicles to a fl eet lease man-
agement arrangement with 
Enterprise. Th e college has 
37 vehicles in its fl eet.
 Finally, the regents voted 
to approve cancellation of 
the May 1, 2021 election 
due to certifi cation of unop-
posed candidates. 
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Call 940-612-8750 today 
to schedule a new patient appointment.

801 N. Grand Ave., Gainesville, Texas 76240
www.ntmconline.net
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A New Pediatrician 
is Coming to Your 
Neighborhood

Now Accepting New Patients
• Same-Day Sick Appointments
• Well-Child Exams/EPSDT
• School and Sports Physicals
• Immunizations/Vaccinations

• ADD/ADHD
• Newborns
• Breastfeeding
• Telemedicine Visits
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Tracy Wang, M.D.

We will offer separate 
well and sick areas.

Sarah’s is now taking  
reservations for 10:30 and 12:30 

seating times!   

OR 

Enjoy a southern comfort buffet-
style brunch right next door at The 

Balcony at Amelia’s Attic!   

Adults $17.95  — Children 10 and 
under $10.00 

Get mom out of the kitchen 
this Mothers Day! Treat her to 

a brunch she’ll never forget! 

Mother’s Day Brunch 

S   u   n   d   a   y      M   a   y    1   3 

940.612.GRUB(4782) 

“All that I am or hope to be, I owe to my mother.”  
-Abraham Lincoln 

“The best invention since the spin cycle!”  

Sunday, May 9

Sarah’s is now 
taking reservations

for 10:30 am, 11:00 am,
12:30 pm and 1:00 pm.
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a community events calen-
dar on the website. 
 “So, if you scroll down to 
our spotlight, we’ve added 
a page called “Community 
Events,” Alcala said. “On 
this page, you’ll see fea-
tured are local events… Th is 
is everything going on in 
Gainesville.”
 She said listing commu-
nity events helps encourage 
visitors to come to Gaines-
ville, adding local events in-
cluding Germanfest held in 
Muenster the last full week-
end of April and venues in-
cluding WinStar World Ca-
sino, the Frank Buck Zoo 
and Leonard Park increase 
visitor traffi  c to Gainesville. 
She also noted the events 
are linked to social media 
where potential visitors and 
residents can fi nd additional 
information on upcoming 
events.
 “We are just trying to help 
promote everything going 
on in Gainesville,” she said.
 During the citizen com-
ments segment of the meet-
ing Carol Bounds of Wood-
land Court discussed issues 
with “invisible fencing” as it 
relates to her dog. She said 
an animal control offi  cer ap-
proached her about registra-
tion requirements and an 
enclosure for her dog despite 
the “invisible fence” she al-
ready has in place.
 She said she hopes the city 
will “revaluate” its fencing 
ordinance.
 “It cost us $3,000 to put 
our fence in,” Bounds said. 
“… No one ever told us that 
we would have to put up a 
diff erent kind of enclosure.”
 She said she is asking for 
the city to reconsider its 
position regarding “invis-
ible fencing” and to give her 
more time to potentially add 
another fence.
 “I don’t know when the 
last time that was looked 
at, the fencing ordinance,” 
Goldsworthy said, adding 
the item had been added to 
the Monday’s agenda.
 Th e council approved a 
consent agenda which in-
cluded minutes of the April 
6, 2021 city council meet-
ing, the appointment of 
County Judge Steve Starnes 
to replace former County 
Judge Jason Brinkley on 
the GEDC board of direc-
tors, appointing Charles 
Draper, John Laurence and 
Peggy Holt to the Housing 

Authority Board of the city 
of Gainesville with terms 
expiring April 2023, reap-
pointing Gina Dill and Dan 
Doss to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission with 
a term expiring April 2023 
and appointing Jerry Hen-
derson to the Building and 
Standards Commission for 
the city of Gainesville for a 
term expiring May 2023.
 Next, the council ap-
proved a resolution autho-
rizing the city of Gainesville 

animal control units as au-
thorized emergency vehicle 
in accordance with the Texas 
Transportation Code to al-
low for the use of additional 
emergency lighting.
 “Basically, to have blue 
lights on a vehicle it has to 
be emergency vehicle. By the 
transportation code the city 
is allowed to declare certain 
types of vehicles emergency 
vehicles. We do regularly go 
up [Highway] 82 and [Inter-
state] 35, “Sullivan said. “And 
a lot of times those are for 
cows and sheep and goats that 
have gotten out of the sale 
barn and a lot of times it’s not 
necessarily the sale barn, it’s 
people going to the sale barn 
and trailers coming open. So 
we’re not throwing the blame 
on anybody, not the sale barn 
itself but just because you 
have so many animals going 
in and out but sometimes 
there are regular animals out 
on the highway and so with 
that we do request that we 
declare the animal control 
vehicles as emergency vehicles 
so we can put on those emer-
gency lights.”
 Th e council also approved 
declaration of a city of 
Gainesville Police Depart-
ment Chevrolet Tahoe as a 
surplus for auction.
 “Th is is our K-9 patrol 
unit,” Sullivan said, add-
ing the city plans to remove 
its radio equipment while 

leaving the K-9 equipment 
inside the vehicle with the 
intention of selling the vehi-
cle to another police depart-
ment. “We are hoping that 
there will be another depart-
ment that we be interested 
in purchasing this from the 
city.”
 Council also approved 
a cost of living increase for 
city of Gainesville employ-
ees.
 “We have the money 
now that the budget’s been 

amended,” Sullivan said. 
“Our employees have just 
done a fantastic job at the 
beginning of the year when 
we weren’t sure where we 

would be,” Sullivan said. 
“No one was griping about 
not getting raises. Th ey were 
just happy to have jobs and 
be here helping people dur-
ing the tough time. When 
the [February snow] storm 
hit they were here day in 
and day out making sure 
that we kept up with ev-
erything, taking care of the 
people and so this ends up 
being a little less than a 2 ½ 

percent impact on the salary 
line items and on paychecks. 
If you notice not every de-
partment was budgeted ad-
ditional monies because we 
still have some departments 
such as the police depart-
ment holding back on posi-
tions as far as some of our ci-
vilian report takers, and the 
airport, same thing, holding 
back.”
 Sullivan also said Com-
munity Development Di-
rector Calvin Manuel’s de-

partment has been trying to 
cover its work with “fewer 
people just because they’ve 
been worried about the bud-
get.” 

 Goldsworthy said, “You’ve 
built a heck of a team of 
people that work because 
they love their jobs and they 
do a darned fi ne job effi  -
ciently for the tax payers and 
this is just another example 
of plan for the worst ahead 
of COVID and hope for the 
best and great job getting us 
in a position where we can 
authorize these increases and 
kind of follow in line what 
we’ve been working on for 
years of getting our people 
paid competitively to reward 
them for their hard work.”
 In addition, the council 
approved a resolution grant-
ing a 30-day extension on 
the consideration of the Bel-
lum Estates preliminary plat 
which is approximately 6.25 
acres and is at Justice Center 
Boulevard within in the city 
limits. It also tabled an item 
to approve the Bellum Estate 
preliminary plat.

Gainesville City Council
Approves Employee Raises

City Council Presents Award to Area Nurses - Gainesville Mayor Jim Gold-
sworthy presented a proclamation during the April 20 council meeting noting 
May 6 – May 12 is Nurses Week in Cooke County. Nursing staff from North Tex-
as Medical Center were on hand to receive the award.  (The Weekly News Photo) 

Cannon Receives Gainesville Employee of the Month 
- Gainesville City Manager Barry Sullivan presented re-
ceptionist Jennifer Cannon with the Employee of the Month 
Award for April. Cannon is employed with the Gainesville 
Economic Development Corporation and the Gainesville 
Area Chamber of Commerce. (The Weekly News Photo) 

Serving N-C Texas & S-OK
Family Owned & Operated

Over 15 Years Experience
Always Happy Customers!

Kings247MobileRVService@gmail.com
940-229-4780

Medicare Advantage                                                        
Home Health Plans•Long Term Care

Confused about Medicare??
“I have the answers to your questions!”

Lowest Rates on Medicare Supplements

SENIOR SOLUTIONS
ENROLLMENT CENTER

Jodi Finkenbinder

903.814.4096
1720 County Road 219 • Gainesville

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru April 30, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.59
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.89.

Dry Cleaning $3.39
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.89
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $27.09
Down Comforters $36.05.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

LOOK  
FORWARD, REACH 

HIGHER WITH THE  
SERVICE CHECK

between the two is what you have to do to achieve you goals. We’ve found new ways 
to help you manage your money better, smarter, faster and easier. To make sure you’re 

check program called “Looking Forward Reaching Higher.” Come on down and 
take the Service Check.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257
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Gainesville Police Receive Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-

dent reports.
 Quality Concrete Prod-
ucts representative report-

ed a hit and run incident 
in the 2500 block or North 
I-35.

 Police investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 

800 block of Lynch Av-
enue.
 Police investigated an 
incident of possession 
of drug paraphernalia in 
the 2100 block of North 
I-35.
 Police investigated an 
incident of alcohol (open 
container in vehicle) in the 
3500 block of East High-
way 82.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of drug parapherna-
lia/display fi ctious license 
plate or registration in the 
1100 block of East High-
way 82.
 Billy Charles Roessler 
reported fraudulent use or 
possession of identifying 
information in the 600 
block of Lindsay Street.
 BNSF Railway reported 
illegal dumping less than 
500 pounds in the 800 
block of Compress Street.
 Offi  cers investigated pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia in the 1300 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Stephen Joseph Kessler 
reported theft of property 
less than $150,000.
 John Robert Ralston re-
ported burglary of a build-
ing in the 200 block of 
West Highway 82.
 Police investigated a re-
port of open alcohol con-
tainer in vehicle during 
a traffi  c stop in the 200 
block of West Highway 82.
 Police investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia 
in the 3500 block of East 
Highway 82.
 Police investigated pos-
session or drug parapher-
nalia in the 2100 block of 
North I-35.
 Billy Clifton Harris re-
ported burglary of a vehicle 
in the 6100 block of Lind-

say Street.
 Colts Mini Storage re-
ported littering the 1100 
block of South Grand Av-
enue.
 Phyllis Jean Darbro re-
ported a hit and run inci-
dent in the 1800 block of 
Lawrence Street.
 Leticia Guadalupe Romo 
reported burglary of a hab-
itation in the 1500 block 
of Cedar Street.
 Wash-N-Fold reported 
broken plate glass window 
in the 1100 block of Olive 
Street.
 Dora Flores Menchaca 
reported theft in the 1000 
block of South Clements 
Street.
 Logan Paul Sewell re-
ported auto theft in the 
400 block of South Cul-
berson Street.
 Police investigated a 
noise complaint in the 
1800 block of Refi nery 
Road.
 
Arrest Log
 Derrick L. Silvan, 24, 
was taken into custody 
after a disturbance led to 
an arrest for possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Kyle R. Powers, 32, pub-
lic intoxication.
 Clayton C. Sawyer, 24, 
public intoxication.
 David M. Little, 30, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 400 grams, 
possession of marijuana 
less than two ounces, un-
lawful carry of a weapon.
 Adam N. Laberge, 26, 
possession of dangerous 
drugs.
 Shawn R. Holtzinger, 
31, possession of a con-
trolled substance les than 
400 grams, unlawful carry-
ing of weapon, possession 
of marijuana less than two 
ounces.

Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 A report of driving while 
intoxicated was investigat-
ed at Th ompson Street and 
northbound frontage road.
 Natasha Brown reported 
criminal mischief less than 
$750 in the 2500 block of 
FM 51.
 Stanley Stanley reported 
fraudulent use/possession 
of identifying in the 2400 
block of CR 243.
 Jeannette J. Maloney re-
ported theft of property 
less than $30,000.
 An incident of possession 
of marijuana less than four 
ounces was investigated 
in the 400 block of Sylvan 

Lane in Muenster.
 Representative of Th e In-
dustrial Company reported 
theft of property less than 
$30,000 in the 4700 block 
of FM 1198.
 Guy Arthur Dankel re-
ported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 13000 
block of South I-35 in Val-
ley View.
 Karen H. Shauf reported 
theft of property less than 
$30,000 in the 100 block 
of Blackfoot Trail.

Arrest Log
 Phillip Matthew Free, 
20, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
400 grams.
 Destinee Renae Kittrell, 
18, possession of a con-

trolled substance less than 
400 grams.
 Joe Paul Slover, 43, pro-
hibited substance in a cor-
rectional facility.
 Merrick Colby George, 
39, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
400 grams.
 Terry Lynn Cook, 66, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Garrett Morgan Leavitt, 
34, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams.
 Sentara Lasha Rangle, 
32, abandoning or endan-
gering a child/failure to ap-
pear.
 Karen Lisa Woodward, 
44, possession of a con-

trolled substance less than 
one gram/parole violation.
 Jeff ery Raylynn Watkins, 
35, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
400 grams, possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Hailey Irene Borin, 20, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 400 
grams, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram.
 John Fitzgerald Bennett, 
55, manufacture delivery 
of a controlled substance 
less than 400 grams, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams, 
prohibited substance in a 
correctional facility, parole 
and pardon warrant.

King Around Town
by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

 NCTC and Workforce Solutions Texoma are hosting 
a Virtual Health Science Job Fair on Th ursday, April 
29 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Th is Job Fair is target-
ing LVN, RN, CNA, CMA, Radiology and EMT Pro-
grams. Sign up at nctclink.joinhandshake.com/login.

++++++++

 Th e Muenster Senior Activity Program will begin 
meeting again in a somewhat limited but welcomed 
capacity. Th e S.H. Community Center Building on N. 
Main St.in Muenster will be open on Tuesday, May 11 
at 1:00 pm. Seniors are invited to come and join in 
table games, board games, card games, etc. Invitation is 
extended to all seniors in the area. Additional activities 
will be added as Covid concerns allow. Th is group is 
non-denominational, masks and social distancing will 
apply. For additional information call Rose Sicking 
940 902 5158 or Jane Monday 940 736 0643.

++++++++

 Th e Cooke County AgriLife Extension offi  ce is host-
ing a Food Preservation Series: Lets Jam; In a Pickle; 
and Lets Salsa! Th ese great food preservation classes are 
just $15 per session or $25 for all 3. Space will be lim-
ited and facemasks required. Sign up online at cooke.
agrilife.org/event/food-preservation-series.
 For more info, contact Angel Neu at 940-668-5412.

++++++++

 Th e Friends of Cooke County Public Library are an-
nouncing the fi rst post covid Book Sale on Th ursday, 
May 6th at the Bomber Bait Building at 332 Lindsay 
in Gainesville.
 Th ey will open the sale to the public beginning at 
1:00 pm and continuing until 6:00 pm.
 Special restrictions for your safety.   
 -Masks to be worn at all times.  
 -Only 10 shoppers will be allowed inside at one time.   
 -Th e fi rst 10 will be given a colored entry card that 
they surrender upon leaving.   
 -Th e returned card will be given to the next shopper 
waiting.   Th ere will be some books available outside to 
browse while waiting.
  You may select and pay for books outside if you don’t 
want to wait to shop the book room.   Or you may take 
books in with you to purchase with additional inside 
selections. 
 Special authors on sale half price are:  James Pat-
terson, Mary Higgins Clark, Jonathan Kellerman and 
Danielle Steel.   
  Th e book room is well curated and the selection is 
fresh and exciting.  Th ey look forward to easing their 
way back into community events.  Hope to see you 
there.

Commissioners Approve Plan 3-2 

for Annex Architectural Drawings
(Continued from Page 1)

 Commissioners approved 
a consent agenda which in-
cluded minutes from previ-
ous meetings.
 Departmental reports from 
the Cooke County District 
Attorney for March, Cooke 
County Tax Assessor-Collec-
tor for March, Cooke County 
Emergency Medical Services 
for March and delinquent tax 
collections for March.
 Fiscal year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly bills.
 Payroll and related ex-
penses.
 National Voter Registra-
tion Act plan for the Texas 
Secretary of State, Elec-
tions Division by the Cooke 
County Library.
 Anonymous donation of 
$20 to the Cooke County 
Library.
 Surplus by salvage of items 
on an attached list from the 
Cooke County Sheriff  Of-
fi ce.
 Acceptance of minutes 
of quitclaim deed from the 
estate of Daphne F. Fort for 
property at Walnut Bend 
Unit 2, identifi ed as a roy-
alty interest. 
 Minutes of the Lake Ray 
Roberts Planning and Zon-
ing Commission.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved the Treasurer’s Quar-
terly report for March and 
the Treasurer’s quarterly re-
port for January-March.
 Ray Fletcher presented an 
update for COVID-19.
 “Th is morning we have 13 
active [COVID-19] cases,” 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Ray Fletcher 
said. “We just got fi ve over 
the weekend that we are 
evaluating. Overall until this 
weekend, it’s been a pretty 
consistent low number of 
cases. One a day, possibly 
two on some days. We’re 
still managing, keeping an 
eye on everything, all of our 
statistics and our testing op-
portunities to see if we have 
any trends developing.”
  He noted the county will 
conclude its COVID-19 
vaccinations Tuesday, April 
27 and May 11.
 “Th at should fi nish us 
with the mass vaccination 
eff orts that we undertook,” 
he said, adding vaccinations 
are “readily available at phar-
macies and other providers 
throughout the county.”
 Th e commissioners also 
approved an item to change 
the speed limit for County 
Road 428 and CR 444 in 
Precinct 4 to 45 miles per 
hour.
 “I have been getting a lot 
of requests to do this, lower 
it to 45,” Pct. 4 Commis-
sioner Leon Klement said of 
CR 428, adding some driv-
ers are consistently exceed-
ing the speed limit.

 Th e commissioners took 
no action on approval of an 
interlocal agreement with 
Callisburg ISD to provide a 
school resource offi  cer.
 Th e commissioners took 
no action on troubleshoot-
ing an elevator at the Kress 
building. Th e amounts for 
service were a $3,150 quote 
from Schindler for elevator 
evaluation and a $400 an 
hour with a four hour mini-
mum for evaluation from 
Otis Elevator Service.
 Pct. 4 Commissioner 
Leon Klement said he want-
ed to make sure the elevator 
is ADA compliant. 
 Commissioners also ap-
proved awarding a bid for 
Cooke County Road and 
Oil Emulsions bid to Cleve-
land Asphalt, Wright As-
phalt and Rooker Asphalt 
beginning May 1, 2021 and 
continuing for six months 
with two optional three-
month renewals.
 Th ey also voted to pay 
county election workers 
overtime.
 Th e commissioners dis-
cussed a workshop in asso-
ciation with various county 
offi  ces who may occupy the 
Kress building in downtown 
Gainesville. 
 “We are nowhere near 
ready to occupy that build-
ing,” Judge Steve Starnes 
said.
 No action was taken on 
the Kress building item. 
 Klement said a concern is 
parking for the Kress build-
ing. “I don’t want to fall 
through the cracks. I don’t 
know where we stand on 
that,” he said. “I think we 
need to bring that up in the 
next meeting. If we have 

all the legal documentation 
done because I believe those 
two items kind of go hand 
in hand together.”
 Starnes said a parking 
lot for the building along 
with the juvenile and adult 
probation buildings might 
require a “comprehensive 

project plan” for the county, 
adding he will “put together 
a workshop so we can go 
into more detail.”
 No action was taken re-
garding the county radio 
communication system and 
on a Municipal Utility Dis-
trict in Pct. 2.
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LOOK WHO’S #1, 
AGAIN !!! 
KGAF AM/FM  
IS THE  NUMBER 1 
RADIO STATION IN  
COOKE COUNTY ! 
THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING US #1 ! 

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in the 235th Dis-
trict Court.
 Michael Lashon Brown, 
51, was convicted of the 
January 1, 2005 fi rst de-
gree felony off ense of ag-
gravated sexual assault of 
a child, for the January 2, 
2007 fi rst degree felony of-
fense of aggravated sexual 
assault of a child and for 
the January 3, 2007 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of ag-
gravated sexual assault of a 
child and was sentenced to 
life confi nement in a state 
jail facility.
 John Robert Sweeten, 
52, was convicted of the 
April 22, 2019 state jail 
felony off ense of aggra-
vated assault with a deadly 

weapon and for the April 
22, 2019 state jail felony 
off ense of criminal mis-
chief less than $30,000 and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
and six months confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
plus court costs.
 Michael Timothy John-
son, 62, was convicted of 
the October 6, 2019 ha-
bitual off ense of driving 
while intoxicated third of 
more and was sentenced to 
one year confi nement, two 
months suspended time, 
25 years confi nement in a 
state jail facility plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Tandeyln Rochelle 
Voight, 48, was convicted 
of the January 28, 2020 
fi rst degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to 

deliver and was sentenced 
to 10 years confi nement in 
a state jail facility plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Eric West Booth, 40, was 
convicted of the April 8, 
2020 third degree felony 
off ense of tampering with 
physical evidence and for 
the April 8, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to 22 days 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement plus one year, 
six months confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Isaac Gaston Hillard, 
38, was convicted of the 
January 17, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to one year, 
six months suspended, one 
year, six months confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
two years probation a $500 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Jackie Paul Powers, 42, 
was convicted of the April 
26, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and was sen-
tenced to 10 years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 John Robert Sweeten, 
52, was convicted of two 
counts on the March 26, 
2020 third degree felony of-
fenses of assault of a public 
servant and was sentenced 
to fi ve years confi nement 
in a state jail facility plus 
court costs.
 Ronald Steven Williams, 
49, was convicted of the 
February 24, 2020 habitual 
off ense of delivery of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams and for the Feb-
ruary 24, 2020 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of possession 
with intent to deliver con-
trolled substance and was 
sentenced to seven years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Rondal Ray Scrogum, 
57, was convicted of the 
May 4, 2020 second degree 
felony off ense of aggra-
vated assault with a deadly 
weapon and was sentenced 
to 11 months, four days 
suspended time, three years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
 Seth Ryan Collins, 23, 
was convicted of the June 
13, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and was sen-
tenced to one year confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Stewart Blake Smiley, 
47, was convicted of the 
November 18. 2020 third 
degree felony off ense of as-
sault family violence with 
prior convictions and was 
sentenced to two years con-
fi nement in a state jail facil-
ity and court costs.

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments

(Continued from Page 1)

and fraudulent claims 
for hospice service under 
Novus Health Services 
for which Bradley Harris 
served as chief executive 
director. Indictments were 
fi led in February 2017 and 
a superseding indictment 
was fi led in August 2019.
 Harris, 39.  according 
to a news release from the 
United States Attorney’s 
Offi  ce, pleaded guilty to 
charges March 19, 2021 
including conspiracy to 
commit healthcare fraud 
and healthcare fraud.

 “Mr. Harris scammed 
federal healthcare pro-
grams out of millions of 
dollars, and worse yet, de-
nied vulnerable patients 
the medical oversight 
they deserved, writing 
pain prescriptions with-
out physician input and 
allowing terminally ill pa-
tients to go unexamined,” 
said Acting U.S. Attorney 
Prerak Shah. “Th e Justice 
Department cannot allow 
unscrupulous business 
people to interfere with 
the practice of medicine. 
We are determined to root 
out healthcare fraud.”

Gainesville Doctor on

Trial for Healthcare Fraud

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.

Crossword Puzzle Answers

Garage 
Sales

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

City of Lindsay 
Community

Wide Garage 
Sale Saturday 

May 1st

I know what you’re 
thinking. Stevie is a 
little rough around the 
edges and may not be 
the most beautiful cat 
around. BUT. He will 
steal your heart with his 
kind and loving person-
ality. You may be won-
dering what happened 
to Stevie’s eyes, well 
crazy enough he was 

actually born that way. Yes, he is blind and cannot see 
anything but having gone through that his whole life he 
is well adjusted to it and does not let it get him down. 
He is still a playful, energetic cat that will be a great 
companion and has even been around dogs before. He 
would most likely do best in a home without young 
children and if you do have dogs for them to be calmer 
and have already been adjusted to having cats around. 
But once he has had time to grow accustomed to you 
and your home, you’ll fi nd that he will fi t in just fi ne. 
If you are interested in our beloved Stevie, give us a 
call at (940)665-9800 to make an appointment to come 
see him. We are open Monday- Saturday 11-5, closed 
Thursday and Sunday. 

Animal Adoption

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

For All your Auction needs
Owner Ken Pearse 940-736-8751

License #11148

WW AUCTION COMPANY 

Auctions

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   04/07

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to the 
entire county! Advertise 
them in The Weekly News 
of Cooke County for as 
little as $7.50 per week. at 
940.665.2320.

ESTATE SALE
NEAR ROSSTON

138 Day Rd
Muenster TX 76252

April 29 & 30 9am-6pm
May 1 9am-4pm

For Descriptions and
Information see

durhamestatesales.net

Found Sheep and Goats on Tabernacle Road and High-
way 82 Area. 940-736-0301.                                                                   04/28

542 CR 109 Whitesboro 
(Near Callisburg)-Huge 
Multi-Family Yard Sale 
This Friday 8a-3p & 
Sat 8a-1p.  Postponed If 
Raining. Home Goods, 
Dresser, Dining Table, 
Lamps, TV, Shoes, Men 
and Women’s Cloth-
ing, Lots of Little Girl’s 
Clothing(0/3Mth-3T) 
And So Much More. Fol-
low Our Crazy Signs.
                                                                   04/28

Sale @ Warehouse 502 E. 
California Lots of Misc. 
Friday 4/30 and Sat 5/1 
8am-2pm.
                                                                   04/28

1301 Rebecca Drive, Fri-
day 4/30 and Saturday 5/1. 
7am-5pm. CASH ONLY. 
Dining Set, Misc. Furni-
ture, Lamps, BR Suite w/
Full Bed and Mattress, 
Tools, Patio Furniture, 
Misc Kitchen Items.
                                                                   04/28

The

Weekly News
       of Cooke County

“We are the best
bang for

your buck!”
940-665-2320
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Use The Weekly News of Cooke County for all of your 
legal notice needs. We service the largest number of 
clients of ANY paper in the Cooke County Area and 
offer legal notices of any variety with one low fl at rate 
price.  Just give us a call to fi nd out more at 940-665-
2320 or email sales.team@theweeklynewscc.com.

Legal NoticesHelp Wanted

Construction Worker 
Wanted at Jonah Skip-
worth Construction and 
Plumbing. Call Jonah at 
940-222-3353 or submit 
resume at jonah@jonahs-
kipworth.com.
                                                                                                                                                  01/27

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Domino’s Now Hiring 
URGENTLY Sign-On 
Bonus. Apply Online Or 
In Person. 1211 N Grand 
Ave, Gainesville.
                                                                   04/28

Callisburg ISD Is Cur-
rently Accepting Applica-
tions For Custodial Posi-
tions. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Contact 
Gene May @ 940-736-
4167 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                   02/17

Callisburg ISD Is Current-
ly Accepting Applications 
For Bus Mechanic/Main-
tenance. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Contact 
Gene May @ 940-736-
4167 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                                                                                            04/28

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 2 UNITS,

 Of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien.  Sale to be 
held at Big Tree Self Storage at 8051 FM 902 Collins-
ville, TX 76233(one mile east of Lake Kiowa Main en-
trance) on May 15, 2021 at 10:00 am.  Clean up deposit 
is required.  Seller reserves the right to withdraw the 
property at any time before the sale.  Unit items sold 
as-is to highest bidder.

 Property includes the contents of spaces of the 
following Tenants:

 Ashley Zercher, toys and household items

 Eugene Palshin, furniture and household items
 
    J.B. Cole/Property Manager
    Big Tree Self Storage, LLC
    PO Box 630
    Gainesville, TX 76241
                                                                                                 05/05

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with Occupations Code Title 14 - Regu-
lation of Motor Vehicles and Transportation, Section 
2302.152, the following vehicle is stored at Bob Lem-
ons Towing Vehicle Storage Facility, located at 421 N 
Interstate 35 Gainesville, Texas (940) 284-6050Vehicle 
Storage Facility #0000322VSF

MAKE: 2001 Kia Sportage
Identifying Info: VIN#KNDJB723415072158
Charges (as of publication date) $692.40

MAKE: 2005 Chrysler 300
Identifying Info: VIN#23CJA53G75H118285
Charges (as of publication date) $665.50
                                                                                                                                                        04/28

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of STEPHEN STRAUSS 
HARLOW, Deceased, were issued on April 6, 2021, in 
Docket No. PR17959, pending in Cooke County Court 
of Law of  Cooke County, Texas, to: Kenneth Wayne 
Arterbury
 All persons having claims against this estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

 c/o Stephen M. “Steve” Gaylord
 Attorney for Kenneth Wayne Arterbury
 Executor of the Estate of Stephen Strauss Harlow
 PO Box 410
 Valley View, TX 76272
 (940) 726-6114
 (888) 330-1165 Fax

DATED the 22nd day of April, 2021.
      
    Stephen M. “Steve” Gaylord
    gaylordlg@ntin.net
    TX State Bar No. 24120845
    Attorney for the Independent 
    Executors of the Estate of
    Stephen Strauss Harlow
                                                                                                 04/28

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

By order of the Commissioners Court of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, a public hearing to deliberate and consider 
possible action on the request by Ronald and Kathy 
Jessen for special exception (variance) on minimum 
set-backs and lot width on 12.8 acres out of a 45+ 
acre tract on Elm Grove Road in Pct. 2 will be held on 
Monday, the 24th day of May, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Commissioners Courtroom, 1st Floor of the Cooke 
County Courthouse, 101 South Dixon Street, Gaines-
ville, Texas.
                                                                                                                                                        04/28

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

By order of the Commissioners Court of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, a public hearing to deliberate and consider 
possible action on the replat of Cannon Estates Lots 
1R, 2R and 3R located on Hwy. 82 East, in Pct. 1 will 
be held on Monday, the 24th day of May, 2021 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Commissioners Courtroom, 1st Floor of the 
Cooke County Courthouse, 101 South Dixon Street, 
Gainesville, Texas.
                                                                                                                                                        04/28

Application has been made with the Texas Alcohol-
ic Beverage Commission for a Wine and Beer Re-
tailer’s Off-Premise Permit by Nivedita LLC (dba) 
Handy Foods, to be located at 410 W. Highway 82, 
Gainesville, Cooke County, TX 76240. Offi cer(s) of 
the said entity: Girishkumar M. Patel - Manager & 
Miteshkumar M. Patel - Manager.
                                                                                                                                                          04/28

NO. PR 17967
IN THE ESTATE OF SALLY DURFLINGER, 

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of Sally Durfl inger, Deceased, 
were issued on April 22, 2021, in Cause No. PR17967, 
pending in the County Court at Law of Cooke County, 
Texas, to: Mike Durfl inger. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 c/o James L. Moss
 Attorney for Michael Durfl inger
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698 

DATED the 2nd day of April, 2021.

   Robertson & Moss Attorneys
   James L. Moss
   SBN: 24049592
   james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 
                                                                                                 04/28

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

J. R. Thompson, Inc. 
is now accepting ap-
plications for MIX-
ER/TRANSPORT 
DRIVERS.  Applica-
tions may be picked 
up at our Gainesville 
Concrete Plant 4100 
N. Weaver St. (940) 
612-2424 or at our 
main offi ce 3500 N. 
Grand Ave. (940) 
665-2533, Gaines-
ville, TX.   J. R. 
Thompson, Inc. is an 
EEO employer. 

For only $39/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

We offer subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272 • Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 • Lindsay - 76250 •  Myra - 76253

If outside these areas and not getting a newspaper, give us a call for other possible options.

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

The Weekly News
Classifi ed ads for as low as $7.50 /week.

940.665.2320

GRACE CARE CENTER of 
Nocona is searching for dedicated 
workers with a heart for caring for 
others. Searching for Nurse Aids 
Starting at $12.50 with Sign-On 
Bonus, CNA $13.50 with Sign-

On Bonus, LVN Night Shift Shift 
Diff 12 hr shifts with Sign on 

Bonus, Dietary Aid and Dietary 
Cook, Assistant Business Offi ce 

Assistant, Hospitality Aids,
Assistant Activity Aid.

Call 940-825-3288/Ask For HR.
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Classifi ed Ads for as low as $7.50 per 
week.

940.665.2320

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
              

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
940-668-8840 /
940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling
LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

House
For Rent

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                                                                                   04/28

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Two bedroom. New con-
struction. No pets. W/D 
hookup. $950 rent. $950 
deposit.  940-902-9916. 
                                                                                                                                             04/28

The Weekly News
is the LARGEST & 

MOST READ
Newspaper in
Cooke County!

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Licensed & Insured

Morales, Jose
Residen  al & Commercial

Mowing, Gardening,
Plan  ng, Tree Trimming

All Your Landscaping Needs
940-668-0470
940-902-2168

Allred’s Appliance
Repair

Serving Gainesville and 
North Texas for 17 Years

940-580-8602

Washers, Dryers,
Refrigerators

Lawn Mower Service. 
Tree Trimming.

Call 940-580-8434 or 
940-284-0410.

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

1031 Lanius
1424 E Pecan
Shadowood 
Townhomes

Lynwood Aps
310 W Church
(commercial)

603 E Hwy 82 -
Nocona

(commercial lot)Storage For Rent
3/2/2 Heat/Air, Fireplace 
New Paint, Fans and 
Carpet, Covered port/pa-
tio, quiet neighborhood, 
Gainesville. $1400/Mth. 
940-372-0658. 
                                                                                                                                             04/28

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455
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Grand Jury Issues 37 Felony 

Indictments in March
GAINESVILLE – A 
Cooke County Grand Jury 
issued 37 indictments in 
March.
 Staci Rena Baker, 38, 
was indicted for the Feb-
ruary 28, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $2,500 
with two or more previous 
convictions.
 Zachary Royce Elbert 
Bryant, 30 was indicted for 
the January 22, 2021 state 
jail felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram.
 Scottie Lee Byers, 42, 
was indicted for the March 
10, 2021 third degree fel-
ony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
for the February 15, 2021 
second degree felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams.
 Kristopher Lee Clark, 
43, was indicted for the 
March 4, 2021 third de-
gree felony off ense of ag-
gravated perjury.
 Jeremy Paul Copling, 34, 
was indicted for the Feb-
ruary 25, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $2,500 
with two or more previous 
convictions.
 Jesse Dwayne Domin-
guez, 26, was indicted for 
the February 7, 2021 state 
jail felony off ense of pos-
session of marijuana less 
than four ounces. 
 Joshua Ray Ferguson, 
36, was indicted for the 
February 11, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.
 Demetrius Terrell Frank-
lin, 25, was indicted for the 
January 19, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of marijuana less than four 
ounces.
 Marcos Garcia-Reyes, 
46, was indicted for the 
February 25, 2021 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of 
manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance less 
than 400 grams.
 Mariano Gomez, 62, 
was indicted for the Janu-
ary 19, 2021 fi rst degree 

felony off ense of continu-
ous sexual abuse of a child.
 Randy Paul Hampton Sr., 
63, was indicted for the Feb-
ruary 8, 2021 state jail felo-
ny off ense of theft of prop-
erty less than $2,500 with 
two or more convictions.
 Heather Lynn Harjo, 34, 
was indicted for the De-
cember 12, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and for 
the December 12, 2020 
third degree felony off ense 
of tampering with physical 
evidence.
 Juan Daniel Hernandez, 
34, was indicted for the 
February 4, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams.
 Adam Dale Kerr, 43, was 
indicted for the February 
23, 2021 third degree felo-
ny off ense of assault family 
violence impede breathing/
circulation.
 Paarth Dhyaan Kun-
tawala, 27, was indicted for 
the January 31, 2021 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of possession of marijuana 
50 pounds or more but less 
than 2,000 pounds.
 Sean Cameron Layco, 
46, was indicted for the 
December 16, 2020 sec-
ond degree felony off nse of 
aggravated assault causing 
serious bodily injury.
 Billy Dean Manuel, 29, 
was indicted for the Janu-
ary 25, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams.
 Uriel Marin-Gaona, 30, 
was indicted for the Feb-
ruary 25, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of manu-
facture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance less than 
400 grams.
 Jessica Michelle Mc-
Clure, 59, was indicted for 
the January 30, 2021 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.
 Charlotte Renee Mc-
Donough, 23, was indict-
ed for the January 7, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of assault on a public ser-

vant.
 Lester Estuardo Morales, 
40, was indicted for the 
February 19, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of in-
jury to a child.
 Julia Ann Napier, 54, 
was indicted for the De-
cember 27, 2020 second 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams, for the December 
27, 2020 third degree fel-
ony off ense of tampering 
with physical evidence and 
for the December 27, 2020 
third degree felony off ense 
of prohibited item in a cor-
rectional facility.
 Conor Shane Nelms, 22, 
was indicted for the No-
vember 29, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram.
 Williams Buryl Norris, 
31, was indicted for the 
February 16, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
assault family violence im-
pede breathing/circulation.
 Joseph Preston Parson 
III, 22, was indicted for the 
February 8, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram.
 John Michael Patterson, 
49, was indicted for the 
January 26, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
burglary of a habitation.
 Stephen Lee Roy Porter, 
26, was indicted for the 
February 16, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
evading arrest or detention 
with a vehicle.
 Jose Adrian Rincon, 18, 
was indicted for the March 
4, 2021 third degree felony 
off ense of prohibited item 
in a correctional facility.
 Juan Rios Jr, 41, was 
indicted for the March 4, 
2021 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Janet Ward Robinson, 
47, was indicted for the 
January 29, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams.
 Heleodoro Rosales-

Ramirez, 37, was indicted 
for the February 25, 2021 
fi rst degree felony off ense 
of manufacture/delivery of 
a controlled substance less 
than 400 grams.
 Sergio Alejandro Ruiz-
Almanza, 31, was indicted 
for the February 10, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of intoxication assault caus-
ing serious bodily injury.
 Jose Maria Salinas Jr., 20, 
was indicted for the Febru-
ary 24, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of tampering 
with physical evidence.
 Levi Brandon Seeds, 40, 
was indicted for the Febru-
ary 16, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of aggravat-
ed assault against a public 
servant and for the Febru-
ary 16, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of obstruc-
tion or retaliation.
 Ian Caleb Simpson, 28, 
was indicted for the Janu-
ary 28, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of fraudulent 
use or possession of identi-
fying information and for 
the January 28, 2021 state 
jail felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram.
 Brandon Earl Th omp-
son, 32, was indicted for 
the December 20, 2020 
third degree felony off ense 
of unlawful possession of 
fi rearm by a felon and for 
the December 20, 2020 
second degree felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams.
 Robert William Winker, 
50, was indicted for the 
February 25, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
evading arrest or detention 
with a vehicle and for the 
February 14, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams.

Gainesville Parks and Recreation Presents  

Festival Food 

Bring Your Family and Enjoy a Fun Filled Day Saturday, May 1, 2021 10am-5pm Your Family and Enjoy a Fun Filled Day Saturday, May 1, 2021 10am-5

Contact:  Jennifer Carpenter 940-668-4530 or jcarpenter@cogtx.org  
for Contest Registra on & Vendor Informa on 

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce. 
 Clancy Cheyenne Hart, 
20, Valley View and Ken-
nedy Kayann Schulz, 21, 
Valley View.
 John Bailey Comer, 31, 
Gainesville and Michelle 
Rayann Kammerdiener, 30, 
Gainesville.

 John Michael Sturm, 34, 
Gainesville and Kinsey Erin 
Boyd, 37, Gainesville.
 Robert Lee Cummins, 58, 
Lake Kiowa and Amanda 
Sue Bankston, 45, Lake Ki-
owa.
 Justin Ray Countryman, 
25, Whitesboro and Emily 
Rose Baldwin, 20, Whites-
boro.
 Oscar Billy Hudson 
Boydston, 63, Ardmore, Okla-

homa, and Patricia Kathleen 
Dalton, 62, Ardmore.
 Jerad Jon Pratt, 23, 
Gainesville and Tiff any 
Morgan Winston, 23, 
Gainesville.
 Ryan Alexander Haskins, 
22, Gainesville and Tyler 
Lyn Brewer, 20, Gainesville.
 Tony Perfecto Lopez, 38, 
Providence Village and Brit-
tany Jordan Gastineau, 29, 
Groesbeck.

Marriage License
Requests Received


